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The purpose of this procedure is to ensure renal transplant recipients have the ureteric stent removed 6 to 8 weeks post renal transplant.
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This document applies to the following Canberra Health Service (CHS) Renal Network staff working within their scope of practice:
· Nurses
· Medical Officers.
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Renal transplant recipient is discharged from the transplant hospital and returns to the ACT under the care of his/her treating Renal Consultant.
Renal Transplant Nurse will receive a discharge letter from transplant hospital and add to the patient’s clinical record.
Renal Consultant or Renal Advance Trainee Registrar (ATR) will review the renal transplant recipient in Renal Outpatients and confirm presence or absence of a ureteric stent, as per discharge summary. 

Presence or absence of ureteric stent not documented in the discharge summary
· Renal Transplant Nurse will liaise with the transplant hospital to confirm presence or absence of ureteric stent. If unable to obtain information, the renal transplant recipient will require an abdominal x-ray to confirm presence or absence of ureteric stent within 2 weeks.

Ureteric stent was removed at transplant hospital:
· Renal Transplant Nurse at CHS will request a theatre report from Post Renal Transplant Nurse at transplant hospital.
· Theatre report will be added to the patient’s clinical record.

Ureteric stent not yet removed and remains present
Renal Transplant nurse will:
· Consult with the Renal Consultant or Renal ATR to confirm uretic stent removal and request the Consultant or Renal ATR to make a referral to Urology Surgical Team at CHS though patients clinical record. Once referral completed Consultant or Renal ATR are to let Transplant Nurse know it has been completed.
· Communicate with the urology surgical team, alerting them to the referral  made via routing the referral to the Urology Surgical Team. 
· Check if booking has been made in patients clinical record and if not liaise with CHS Surgical bookings to confirm ureteric stent removal date falls within 6-8 weeks post renal transplant.
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Outcome
Renal transplant recipients have the ureteric stent removed 6 to 8 weeks post renal transplant.

Measures
Every six months the CHS Renal Transplant Nurse will conduct an audit to ensure renal transplant recipients ureteric stents are removed in the 6 to 8-week post-transplant timeframe.
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Policies
· Nursing and Midwifery Continuing Competence Policy
· Informed Consent – Clinical
· Waiting Time and Elective Surgery Access

Procedures
· Patient Identification and Procedure Matching 
· Clinical Handover Procedure

Guidelines 
· Fasting Guidelines – Elective and Emergency Surgery
· ‘Your Guide to Having a Kidney Transplant’, RHAH Transplant Unit, 2011.

Legislation
· Health Records (Privacy and Access) Act 1997
· Human Rights Act 2004
· Work Health and Safety Act 2011

Back to Table of Contents
	[bookmark: _Toc63937448]References



1. http://www.cari.org.au/Transplantation/transplantation_guidelines.html
2. https://www.kidney.org/transplantation
3. http://www.transfusion.com.au/transplantation_services
4. http://www.ajkd.org/article/S0272-6386(10)00802-4/fulltext
5. Thomas Nicola, Renal Nursing. 4th ed.UK. John Wiley and Sons, Ltd.2014
6. ANNA Contemporary Nephrology Nursing: Principles and Practice, 2nd edition, chapter 24, 2006.
7. Linda Ohler and Sandra Cupples, Core Curriculum for Transplant Nurses. Mosby Elsevier, 2008.
8. Handbook of Kidney Transplantation, 5th edition, 2010.

[bookmark: _Toc396290588]Back to Table of Contents
	[bookmark: _Toc63937449]Definition of Terms 



Renal/Kidney Transplantation: is the organ transplant of a kidney into a patient with end-stage renal disease.
Ureteric Stent: is a thin tube inserted into the ureter to prevent obstruction of the urine flow from the kidney.
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Disclaimer: This document has been developed by Canberra Health Services specifically for its own use.  Use of this document and any reliance on the information contained therein by any third party is at his or her own risk and Canberra Health Services assumes no responsibility whatsoever.
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