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This procedure outlines the formal referral process for those patients presenting to the Canberra Hospital Emergency Department (ED) with soft tissue injuries. This process is intended to expedite the assessment, treatment and if required admission of these patients.

This document is intended to improve compliance with the referral and admission pathway for Emergency Department Clinicians, based upon anatomical location and the extent of the injury sustained.
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This document applies to adult patients that require assessment, treatment and, if required, admission for soft tissue injuries, who present in the ED at Canberra Hospital. 

This document applies to the following staff working within their scope of practice:
Medical Officers, including Registrars and Consultants working within the Emergency Department at Canberra Hospital.
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Procedure 
The primary referral team contacted for management of the patient with a soft tissue injury will depend on the anatomical location and the extent of the injury sustained, which will be determined solely on clinical grounds as defined below: 

	Referral Teams
	Injury Descriptors

	General surgery

	Haematoma 
Straight line lacerations
Removal of foreign body

	Orthopaedic surgery

	Fractures
Dislocations
Compartment syndrome 
Removal of foreign body

	Vascular surgery
	Acute vascular injuries

	Plastic surgery

	Complex soft tissue injury +/- defect or nerve injury
Burns
Removal of foreign body

	Infectious diseases / HITH
	Cellulitis



For a patient with multiple injuries, several teams may be involved in their management. The lead admitting team may be assigned by the senior ED Medical officer; on-referral the patient is the responsibility of the assigned primary team. Decisions are to be guided by the Admissions from the Emergency Department to Ward Procedure.
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Outcome
Patients presenting to CHS Emergency Department with a soft tissue injury receive timely care with the appropriate specialty.

Measures
Clinical patient audits will be conducted upon review of this document with a random sample of 10 records of patients presenting with Soft tissue injuries to confirm pathway is being followed. 
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Policy
Informed Consent (clinical)
Incident Management
Commencement of Clinical Care

Procedure
Admissions from the Emergency Department to Ward
Admission to Discharge 
Clinical Handover
Incident Management
Patient Identification and Procedure Matching

Legislation
Charter of Health Care Rights 2019
Human Rights Act 2004
Health Act 1993
Medicare Australia Act 2005
Mental Health Act 2015
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Removal of a Foreign Body Orthopaedic surgery – When associated with the foot, fractures/dislocations, or when admitted under Orthopaedics

Removal of a Foreign Body Plastic surgery – When associated with complex soft tissue defect, tendon/nerve injury, or when admitted under Plastics

Removal of Foreign Body General Surgery – When foreign body present not associated with the criteria for orthopedic or plastic surgery referrals.
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Trauma, Soft tissue, Injury, Admission
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Disclaimer: This document has been developed by Canberra Health Services specifically for its own use.  Use of this document and any reliance on the information contained therein by any third party is at his or her own risk and Canberra Health Services assumes no responsibility whatsoever.
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