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Canberra Health Services 
National Consensus Statements: Essential Elements for safe and high-quality end of life care and paediatric end of life care (Adults, Adolescents and Paediatrics)
	Purpose



The purpose of this National Consensus Statement is to describe the elements that are essential for delivering safe and high-quality end of life care in Australia. The Consensus Statement describes 10 essential elements for the provision of end-of-life care in settings where acute care is provided. The essential elements are the features that are required in systems to ensure safe and high-quality care for patients who are approaching the end of life. These elements do not prescribe how care should be delivered. 

The Consensus Statement reflects the views of health consumers and carers, experts in the field, and the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (the Commission). It has been derived from expert experience and published evidence, and developed in partnership with carers and consumers, and representatives from public and private hospitals and health services, professional colleges, state and territory health departments, and other government agencies.

Canberra Health Services (CHS) Network endorses clinicians, health service executives, managers, educators, and training providers using the principles and elements of the Consensus Statements as a guide to improve the safety and quality of end of life care provided to adults, adolescents and paediatrics.

	Scope



This document applies to all staff working within the CHS Network, which includes inpatient facilities at Canberra Hospital, Clare Holland House, North Canberra Hospital and University of Canberra Hospital along with Community Services.

	Which area in Canberra Health Services can I contact for more information?



Senior Director, Innovation and Service Development 
Cancer, and Ambulatory Support
endoflifecare@act.gov.au 


	How can I access the document?



The National Consensus Statement for Adult End of Life Care can be accessed via: 
· National Consensus Statement: Essential elements for safe and high-quality end-of-life care | Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care

The National Consensus Statement for Paediatric End of Life Care can be accessed via:
· End-of-life care consensus statement for paediatric patients | Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care

	Search Terms



National Consensus Statement, End of Life, Paediatrics, Essential Elements, National Standards


Disclaimer: This document has been developed by Canberra Health Services specifically for its own use.  Use of this document and any reliance on the information contained therein by any third party is at his or her own risk and Canberra Health Services assumes no responsibility whatsoever.
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