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Canberra Health Services 
Optimal Cancer Care Pathways 
	Purpose



To provide health professionals with access to key principles for providing optimal cancer care at each step of the patient journey from prevention and early detection through to recovery, living with a chronic disease, or end-of-life care. 
	Scope



The Optimal Cancer Care (OCC) Pathways apply to all Divisions within Canberra Health Services (CHS) who provide care to people with cancer. 

The OCC pathways describe the standard of care that should be available to all cancer patients treated in Australia. The pathways support patients, families and/or carers, health systems, health professionals and services, and encourage consistent optimal treatment and supportive care at each stage of a patient’s journey. Seven key principles underpin the guidance provided in the pathways: patient-centred care’ safe and quality care, multidisciplinary care, supportive care, care coordination, communication, and research and clinical trials. 

The OCC pathways are endorsed by the former National Cancer Expert Reference Group, Cancer Australia, and Cancer Council Australia.

Included in the OCC pathways is the Optimal Care pathway for children, adolescents, and young adults with acute leukaemia (CAYA acute leukaemia). The pathway covers people aged 0-30 years.

An OCC Pathway for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people has been developed to complement tumour specific OCC pathways, focusing on aspects of the care pathway that need to be responsive to the needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with cancer.   

The OCC Pathways are available in their full version or as a Quick Reference Guide (summary version). 

Consumer versions of the OCC Pathways are available to help patients and their families, and carers to understand the optimal cancer care that should be provided from diagnosis, through to treatment and beyond. They are available in multiple languages.


[bookmark: _Hlk129949426]Optimal Cancer Care Pathways are available for:

	Acute leukaemia in children, adolescents, and young adults

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People with Cancer

	Acute myeloid leukaemia

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk129949269]Breast cancer
	Cervical cancer

	Chronic lymphocytic leukaemia (CLL)
	Chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML)

	Colorectal cancer
	Endometrial cancer

	Head and neck cancer
	Hepatocellular carcinoma

	High-grade glioma
	Hodgkin and diffuse B cell Lymphoma

	Keratinocyte cancer
	Lung cancer

	Low grade lymphomas
	Melanoma

	Multiple myeloma
	Myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS)

	Neuroendocrine tumours
	Oesophagastric cancer 

	 Ovarian cancer
	 Pancreatic cancer

	 Prostate cancer
	Sarcoma 

	Unknown primary cancer
	



	Which area in Canberra Health Services can I contact for more information?



For further information on Optimal Cancer Care Pathways please contact the Innovation and Service Development Unit in the Division of Cancer and Ambulatory Support. 
	How can I access the document?



The pathways can be accessed via the Optimal cancer care pathways | Cancer Australia  https://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/optimal-cancer-care-pathways 

	Search Terms


Cancer Pathways
Clinical Cancer Pathways
Cancer care
Cancer guidelines
Optimal Cancer Care
Optimal Cancer Care Pathway for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 
Optimal Care pathway for children, adolescents and young adults with acute leukaemia 

Disclaimer: This document has been developed by Canberra Health Services specifically for its own use.  Use of this document and any reliance on the information contained therein by any third party is at his or her own risk and Canberra Health Services assumes no responsibility whatsoever.
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