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To provide guidance to eliminate/minimise the risk exposure to Asbestos-Containing Materials (ACM) by following the processes described at Attachment 1 (Unexpected Finds Protocol – Flowchart – Accidental Disturbance or Discovery of Suspected ACM) of this procedure. 

The long-term objective is for all Canberra Health Services (CHS) Network buildings and infrastructure to be free of ACM. Until this is achieved, CHS is committed to managing and controlling asbestos to safeguard the health and well-being of patients, staff, workers, service providers and the community.
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All ACM in CHS Network facilities are managed and controlled in accordance with the following:
· Work Health and Safety (WHS) legislative requirements and Codes of Practice
· [bookmark: _Hlk39841491]Individual Asbestos Management Plans (AMPs); and
· Risk management principles and best practice guidance.

This procedure applies to all CHS Network workers and contractors and to all CHS-owned facilities. In the case of commercial facilities that are not owned by CHS but that are occupied by CHS workers, it is expected that an equivalent level of protection will be provided by the person in control of the commercial facility (e.g. the landlord).

For the purposes of this procedure, ACM is taken to include suspected or presumed ACM.

All relevant workers and contractors are to be made aware of this procedure by the responsible manager, project manager or principle contractor. It should be read in conjunction with current legislation, standards and guidelines.

CHS Network includes inpatient facilities at Canberra Hospital, Clare Holland House, North Canberra Hospital, University of Canberra Hosptial and community facilities.
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Chief Executive Officer
· Maintain overall responsibility for the AMP.
· Provide resources to meet the requirements of the AMP.
· Endorse procurement processes to engage independent and appropriately-licensed asbestos professionals to undertake asbestos surveys, removal or inspection activities.
· Procurement approval or leasing of premises that have compliant asbestos management procedures.

CHS Executive Group Manager (EGM) – Infrastructure and Health Support Services (IHSS) and NCH Infrastructure Manager – Corporate and Finance.
· Manage the Asbestos Register as per legislative requirements.
· Request a review of the Asbestos Register every 5 years, or where there is evidence to suggest that it is no longer accurate.
· Ensure the Asbestos Register is available and accessible to all workers.
· Coordinate and arrange ACM inspections (i.e. risk assessment review):
As specified in an Asbestos Risk Assessment (e.g. the review date specified in a previous risk assessment)
Where there is significant change in premises (e.g. building refurbishment or renovation where ACM may be present).
· Ensure the Asbestos Register is updated following asbestos inspections and risk assessments and after receipt of asbestos clearance certificates.
· Upon being notified of an accidental disturbance of ACM, escalate the issue to the CEO, WHS, Government Relations Unit, or the Minister’s Office as deemed appropriate.
· Ensure labelling and signage of confirmed ACM is in place where it is reasonably practicable.

Executive Directors/Executive Group Managers, Directors and Managers (General)
· Upon being notified of an accidental disturbance of ACM, follow the Unexpected Finds Protocol (refer to Attachment 1 Unexpected Finds Protocol – Flowchart – Accidental Disturbance or Discovery of Suspected ACM).

Responsible Person (see Definition of Terms)
· Advise all relevant workers and contractors to report to the Responsible Person prior to conducting any works that may involve the disturbance of ACM, and complete a Disturbance or Interference with Services, Safety or Traffic (DISST) application form - DISST - Home (sharepoint.com).
· Ensure that relevant workers including tradespersons, project officers, maintenance staff etc. receive appropriate training to enable them to safely conduct their duties when working in environments where they may be exposed to ACM.
· Prior to any work commencing that may involve the disturbance of ACM, check the Asbestos Register to: 
· Confirm whether ACM are present or presumed to be present in the proposed area of work
· Ensure as far as is reasonably practicable that the location and the type of work proposed will not disturb any ACM in the vicinity of the works.
· Request a review of the Asbestos Register, if it is no longer accurate or if the EGM / Responsible Person becomes aware of inaccuracies.
· Follow the CHS Asbestos Management and Control Procedure and comply with all CHS asbestos policies, procedures and instructions.
· Consult with IHSS Infrastructure Safety and Risk (ISAR) team regarding CHS-owned and leased facilities regarding inspections, risk assessments and all proposed refurbishments and demolition works involving ACM.
· Implement measures to control the risks associated with the presence of ACM.

Contractors and Subcontractors 
· Complete CHS induction process before commencement of work.
· Maintain asbestos knowledge and training to the current Codes of Practice.
· Where applicable, provide current and appropriate licenses or certificates of competency.
· Follow all instructions provided by the Responsible Person.
· Follow the CHS Asbestos Management and Control procedure and comply with all CHS asbestos policies, procedures and instructions.

CHS and NCH Work Health and Safety Team
· Review Staff Incident Reports on the Incident Reporting Database (RiskMan) involving ACM to ensure regulatory reporting occurs and that ACM controls are appropriate and effective.

CHS Infrastructure Safety and Risk Team (ISAR) 
· Undertake a 5-yearly (or more frequently as necessary) review of the Asbestos Management Plan and make the necessary adjustments in consultation with stakeholders to maintain compliance with ACT asbestos legislation.
· Ensure Hazardous Materials Reports are updated every 5 years.
· Provide access to Hazardous Materials Reports to workers.
· Maintain currency of individual Asbestos Registers.
· Review safety controls for asbestos removal works.
· Receive, monitor and record air monitoring results during removal works.
· Update the Asbestos Register with clearance certificates.
· Undertake an annual review of the Asbestos Register to determine progress in removal of ACM.

Government Relations, Strategy and Governance
Liaise with the Minister’s Office on incidents of accidental disturbance of ACM.

Workers (Including CHS staff and contractors)
Report concerns/faults relating to ACM to their supervisor and relevant Responsible Person.
Follow the CHS Asbestos Management and Control procedure and comply with all CHS asbestos policies, procedures and instructions.
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[bookmark: _Toc134086967][bookmark: _Toc164426796]Workers and Contractors
Upon accidental disturbance or discovery of suspected ACM, relevant workers and contractors (refer to Definition of Terms) must:
· Immediately cease work.
· Contain the area as well as possible and contact the Responsible Person (refer to Definition of Terms).

[bookmark: _Toc134086968][bookmark: _Toc164426797]Responsible Person
[bookmark: _Toc5706738]The person’s responsibilities associated with managing accidental disturbance or discovery of suspected ACM include:
· To remain aware of and follow the requirements detailed in Attachment 1 – Unexpected Finds Protocol – Flowchart – Accidental Disturbance or Discovery of Suspected ACM. 
· Contact ISAR to notify of ACM.
· Ensure all relevant workers and contractors are made aware of the initial actions and reporting requirements which are to be followed should an accidental disturbance or discovery of suspected ACM occur during works.
· Visit the work area, or as close to the work area as is safe, with a copy of the relevant part of the Asbestos Register. 
· Confirm the area is appropriately contained to prevent further potential exposure.
· Investigate whether the material is potentially ACM or that it can easily be confirmed that it is not ACM (e.g. Gyprock).
· If it is determined that the material is not ACM - no further action is required. 

If it is determined that the material is confirmed ACM or suspected ACM:
· Visually assess the level of risk and decide if a Code Yellow needs to be called.
· Notify the relevant Executive Officer, i.e. where maintenance or project works were involved, or the EGM –IHSS, i.e. where redevelopment works were involved, WHS team and ISAR team 
· Continue containment of the area and preserve the scene (for WorkSafe ACT).
· Notify WorkSafe ACT of the incident by phone on 13 22 81 and complete a notifiable incident report and send to WorkSafe ACT (form is available at worksafe@act.gov.au).
· Make decisions regarding continuing work in the area/vicinity (e.g. isolate the room instead of a whole building unless necessary to do otherwise). No further work should be allowed at the site until expert advice can be sourced.
· Communicate and consult with workers and contractors following accidental disturbance or discovery of ACM.
· Provide support to those who may have been exposed to asbestos. This may include appropriate precautions to isolate the person, seek guidance regarding treatment (i.e. from an independent licenced asbestos assessor or medical advice) and access to the Employee Assistance Program (for eligible employees).
· Ensure a Staff Incident Form is completed within the incident reporting database (RiskMan). 
· Organise air monitoring and engagement of a Licenced Independent Assessor for testing.
· If test results confirm the material is not ACM, no further action is required, and work may continue in the area. 
The above required actions are detailed in Attachment 1 Unexpected Finds Protocol - Flowchart – Accidental Disturbance or Discovery of Suspected ACM.  
[bookmark: _Toc134086969]
[bookmark: _Toc164426798]Non CHS Owned/ Controlled Facilities (e.g. Patient Homes)
Workers are to remain aware of ACM risks that they may encounter in non CHS owned/ controlled facilities (e.g. when conducting home visits). Where they believe they may be at risk of exposure to asbestos they are to remove themselves from the potential exposure and contact their manager and WHS team. An example of this might be workers entering a patient’s house and discovering it is in the process of being renovated and workers suspect this may have disturbed ACM.
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[bookmark: _Toc5706741]Before undertaking any works, even minor routine maintenance work, all workers must refer to Attachment 2 Checking the Asbestos Register Prior to Construction, Refurbishment, Demolition or Minor Routine Maintenance.

[bookmark: _Toc134086971][bookmark: _Toc164426800]Workers and Contractors
· Remain aware of and follow the requirements detailed in this procedure.
· Prior to works commencing, complete a DISST application form (if required) and/or report to the Responsible Person 

[bookmark: _Toc134086972][bookmark: _Toc164426801]Responsible Person
· Remain aware of and follow the requirements detailed in this procedure and the relevant sections of the Asbestos Management Plan (AMP).
· Advise all relevant workers and contractors to report to the Responsible Person prior to work commencing and/or complete a DISST application form.
· Check the Asbestos Register to:
· Confirm whether ACM is present or presumed in the proposed area of work
· Determine whether the location and the type of work proposed will disturb any ACM in the vicinity of the works.
· Remind all relevant workers and contractors of the initial actions and reporting requirements for CHS should an unplanned disturbance or discovery of suspected ACM occur during works.
· Where the Asbestos Register is required to be updated, it is the responsibility of the Division coordinating the asbestos risk assessment or review to ensure that the current Asbestos Register is updated to reflect the change. This is achieved by forwarding all certificates including but not limited to air monitoring results and Asbestos Clearance Certificates to the SafetyAndRisk@act.gov.au inbox as soon as they are received. This information will be used by IHSS to update the Asbestos Register.
· If an assessment of the Asbestos Register indicates that a disturbance of ACM may occur during proposed works, refer to Section 3 – Asbestos Risk Assessment and Removal for further required actions.
· If an assessment of the Asbestos Register does not indicate that a disturbance of ACM may occur during proposed works, recommend the works commence subject to the usual DISST approval process.
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[bookmark: _Toc134086974][bookmark: _Toc164426803]Responsible Person
The Responsible Person will:
· Remain aware of and follow the requirements detailed in ‘Attachment 2 - Checking the Asbestos Register Prior to Construction, Refurbishment, Demolition or Minor routine maintenance Work’ and relevant sections of the AMP.
· Engage an Independent Licensed Asbestos Assessor to provide a report detailing:
· Results of any ACM analysis/testing conducted
· Asbestos Risk Assessment – including ACM condition and risk ratings
· Asbestos Management Recommendation - e.g. remove or encapsulate.
· Decide on how the ACM is to be managed by choosing one of the following options based on the recommendations received from an Independent Licensed Assessor:
· Leave ACM in situ – if report indicates safe to do so 
· Removal of ACM (note this is the preferred option for CHS).
· Engage an Independent Licensed Asbestos Assessor to provide an Asbestos Control / Removal Plan detailing:
· Removal method
· Location of required signage e.g. warning signs
· Independent air-monitoring requirements
· Disposal arrangements as required.
· Prepare a DISST application form ensuring the following are attached:
· Asbestos Control / Removal Plan - to describe the work to be carried out, including the methodology for removal of ACM and air quality monitoring processes as a minimum
· A detailed plan identifying the location of ACM
· Specific Safe Work Method Statements & Safety Data Sheets (where relevant to the works)
· Copy of the notification to WorkSafe ACT of Asbestos Removal.
· Ensure that the DISST application form is signed off/approved by key stakeholders and that workers affected by the proposed works are consulted.
· During the works - make sure that there is a process for ensuring that the Asbestos Control Removal Plan (as approved) is being followed/adhered to.
· Ensure that a ‘Notice of Asbestos Removal Work’ has been provided to WorkSafe ACT within 5 days of planned asbestos removal.
· Ensure that all relevant workers and contractors are licensed and qualified to conduct the risk assessment and removal of ACM.
· Communicate and consult with workers and others affected by planned removal of ACM prior to such work commencing.
· Receive air monitoring results from the licensed asbestos assessor and provide to SafetyAndRisk@act.gov.au as soon as possible.
· Follow the required process for readings above 0.1ppm procedure described in Section 1 – Managing Accidental Disturbance or Discovery of Asbestos.
· Ensure that the Asbestos Register is updated within 5 working days of notification of relevant information in relation to ACM (e.g. risk assessment or removal of ACM).
· Once work is completed – ensure that an independent Licensed Class A - Asbestos Assessor conducts an inspection and provides an Asbestos Clearance Certificate.
· Ensure that the clearance certificate is provided to the Responsible Person, EGM – IHSS and SafetyAndRisk@act.gov.au in order for the Asbestos Register to be updated and records amended.

[bookmark: _Toc134086975][bookmark: _Toc164426804]Workers and Contractors
Qualified CHS, ACT Government workers, and contractors involved in the risk assessment and removal of ACM (e.g. an Independent Licensed Asbestos Assessor) must:   
· Ensure the risk assessment for the removal of ACM is conducted in accordance with current legislation, standards and guidelines.
· In the event of an unplanned disturbance or release of ACM (e.g. air escape from ACM quarantined area) - immediately report the issue to the Responsible Person.

For more detailed and comprehensive information on responsibilities, definitions and general information regarding ACM, refer to the AMP. Asbestos Management - Management Plans - All Documents (sharepoint.com)
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Implementation of this procedure will be conducted in accordance with current legislation, standards and guidelines. This procedure will be incorporated within the AMP.

Outcome Measures
· Persons are not exposed to/contaminated by ACM, particularly airborne ACM.
· ACM is managed in accordance with WHS legislative requirements and Codes of Practice.
· ACM is progressively removed from all CHS-owned premises.


Method
· All incidents involving persons being exposed to/contaminated by ACM will be investigated in accordance with requirements under the CHS – Work Health Safety Management System (WHSMS).
· All incidents involving accidental disturbance or discovery of ACM are notified by the Responsible Person to WorkSafe ACT verbally and  using the WorkSafe ACT Notifiable Incident Report form available at worksafe@act.gov.au
· All ACM incidents are reported using an Incident Report or reported in the Incident Reporting database (RiskMan).
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Policies
· CHS Work Health Safety 

Guidelines
· CHS Asbestos Management Plan
· Guidance Note GN – Asbestos Safety – Minor routine maintenance work, or other minor work in the ACT
· Guidance Note GN114 – Transport and Disposal of waste containing asbestos in the ACT

Legislation
· Work Health and Safety Act 2011
· Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011
· Dangerous Substances Act 2004
· Dangerous Substances (General) Regulation 2004
· Building Act 2004
· Environmental Protection Act 1997
· Human Rights Act 2004

Codes of Practice
· How to Safely Remove Asbestos Code of Practice, 2018
· How to Manage and Control Asbestos in the Workplace Code of Practice, 2018
· National Construction Code 2019

Other
· CHS Work Health Safety Management System
· Australian Charter of Healthcare Rights 
Back to Table of Contents
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	ACM

AMP

	Asbestos-Containing Materials 

Asbestos Management Plan


	Asbestos
	The fibrous form of mineral silicates belonging to the serpentine and amphibole groups of rock-forming minerals, including actinolite, amosite, anthophyllite, chrysotile, crocidolite, tremolite or any mixture containing one or more of the mineral silicates belonging to the serpentine and amphibole groups.

Asbestos is the name used for a group of naturally occurring minerals. They have resistance to high temperatures and fire and make effective insulators and so were popular in building products in Australia from the 1940s to 1987. Asbestos-containing materials include:
· flat and corrugated sheeting
· cement pipes
· insulation
· floor tiles
· adhesives
· roofing
· automobile parts such as brake pads
· textiles
· textured paints.
Australia was one of the highest users of asbestos per capita. Products containing asbestos were phased out during the 1980s. A national ban on asbestos, its importation and all products containing asbestos came into effect at the end of 2003.


	Asbestos Management Plan (AMP)
	Document covering the identification, risk evaluation, control and management of identified asbestos hazards, developed in accordance with Work Health & Safety Regulation 2011 

	Asbestos Register

	Register listing all identified or presumed ACM in Canberra Health Services premises


	Asbestos Risk Assessment
	Is a written document identifying the hazards and risks associated with the asbestos product. The person making the risk assessment must be an independent Licensed Class A - Asbestos Assessor. The risk assessment for an asbestos product must take account of: 
i. the condition of the product(s); 
ii. the likelihood of anyone being exposed to the product(s); 
iii. the result of any atmospheric monitoring at the premises; and 
iv. set out the control measures considered, or used, for control of the risks associated with the product. (Refer to section 422A Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011).


	Bonded asbestos
	Asbestos/ACM that is bonded into a stable matrix and cannot be reduced to a dust by hand pressure.

	Clearance monitoring
	Air monitoring using static or positional sampling to measure the level of airborne asbestos fibres in an area following work on asbestos/ACM. An area is ‘cleared’ when the level of airborne asbestos fibres is measured as being below 0.01 fibres/ml.


	Control monitoring
	Air monitoring, using static or positional sampling to measure the level of airborne asbestos fibres in an area during work on asbestos/ACM. Control monitoring is designed to assist in assessing the effectiveness of control measures. Its results are not representative of actual occupational exposures and should not be used for that purpose.


	Demolition work
	a. work to demolish or dismantle a structure, or part of a structure that is load bearing or otherwise related to the physical integrity of the structure; but
b. does not include—
i. the dismantling of formwork, falsework, or other structures designed or used to provide support, access or containment during construction work; or
ii. the removal of power, light or telecommunication poles.


	DISST application form
	Disturbance or Interference with Services, Safety or Traffic (DISST) application form.


	Exposure monitoring
	Air monitoring in the breathing zone to determine a person’s likely exposure to a hazardous substance. Exposure monitoring is designed to reliably estimate a person’s exposure, so that it may be compared with the National Exposure Standard.


	Friable asbestos
	Asbestos containing material which when dry is or through light hand pressure can be crumbled, pulverised or reduced to powder.


	In situ
	Asbestos which is fixed or installed in its original position, not having been removed but does not include naturally occurring asbestos.

	Inaccessible areas
	Areas that are difficult to access, such as wall cavities and the interiors of plant and equipment.

	Independent Licensed Class A - Asbestos Assessor
	A person who holds an asbestos assessor licence.

	Licensed Class A Removalist

	Is able to remove both bonded asbestos and friable asbestos. Class A asbestos removalist licensees can:

· handle (include disturbing) asbestos in buildings; and remove and dispose of asbestos from buildings.
· 

	Licensed Class B Removalist
	Is able to remove only bonded asbestos. Class B asbestos removalist licensees can:

· handle (include disturbing) only bonded asbestos in buildings; and
· remove and dispose of only bonded asbestos from buildings.

	Minor Routine Maintenance Work
	Includes routine work that is small scale, of short duration and may be unscheduled.
Examples of Minor Routine Maintenance Work include:
· Sealing, painting and coating for the purpose of maintaining the condition of the non-friable asbestos or non-friable ACM e.g. cleaning leaf litter from gutters of asbestos cement roofs.

The following activities and any other like activities, would not be considered Minor Routine Maintenance Work:
· Cleaning medium to large premises which have surfaces covered in asbestos-contaminated dust
· Cleaning any ACM with high pressure air or water devices
· Undertaking any maintenance work on friable asbestos or ACM.


	NATA

	National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA).


	NATA accredited Laboratory
	A testing laboratory accredited by NATA.

	Relevant Workers & Contractors
	Canberra Health Services/ACT Government workers and contractors who perform work where accidental disturbance or discovery of ACM may occur.

Responsibilities:
In the event of an accidental disturbance or discovery of suspected ACM during works - immediately cease work, contain the area as well as possible and immediately report the issue to the Responsible Person.

	Responsible Person
	A ‘Responsible Person’ with respect to managing ACM includes: 
· Workers who are involved with coordinating, directing or performing work where it is expected or it is likely that ACM will be encountered, disturbed or removed (e.g. Health Project Representatives who coordinate building maintenance or redevelopment).
· CHS Executives and senior management who have control over buildings and/or are involved in decision-making that may impact on managing ACM.
· A contractor who has taken possession and demarcated an area of CHS property for the purposes of construction, building or demolition.
· Licenced Asbestos removalists.
· Duty holders listed under WHS legislation.
· 

	WHSMS
	Work Health and Safety Management System (WHSMS) is to establish a consistent and structured approach to achieve a consistently high standard of safety performance. The WHSMS can be found on Sharepoint
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Attachment 1: 	Unexpected Finds Protocol – Flowchart – Accidental Disturbance or Discovery of Suspected ACM

Attachment 2: 	Checking the Asbestos Register Prior to Construction, Refurbishment, Demolition or Minor Routine Maintenance


Disclaimer: This document has been developed by Canberra Health Services specifically for its own use.  Use of this document and any reliance on the information contained therein by any third party is at his or her own risk and Canberra Health Services assumes no responsibility whatsoever.
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Contact Facilities Management on 51242115 and advise of the situation (Create Action Card for FM Admin and on-call)
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Visit the work area, or as close as is safe, with a copy of the latest Asbestos Management Plan
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Confirm the area is appropriately contained
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Determine whether the material is potentially ACM or that it can easily be confirmed that it is not ACM (e.g. Gyprock)
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Responsible person is to;
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Call a Code Yellow for Potentially impacted areas.

 

Arrange with FM to isolate HVAC systems in the impacted area.

 

Hold potentially impacted persons in safe location outside of impacted zone and keep others away from them, noting 

paths of travel. Provide impacted persons with minimum of P2 masks and show how to correctly fit.
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Contact a licenced asbestos assessor and inform them of the circumstances and request immediate assistance on site.
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Notify the relevanct Executive Officer or Executive Group Manager - IHSS.
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Notify Worksafe ACT of the incident by Phone on 132281 and ask if the scene needs to be preserved

 
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testing of substance and verbal report.
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If assessor believes product is likely ACM, request advice on how to treat persons in the impacted areas to ensure there 
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Enter incident into Riskman
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Maintain current controls including isolated HVAX and isolation of potentially impacted area.
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Responsible Person is to engage Class A - Asbestos Assessor to provide a report on:

 

Results of any ACM analysis/testing conducted

 

Asbestos Risk Assessment –�including ACM condition and risk ratings

 Asbestos Management Recommendation - e.g. safe to leave in situ or remove

Leave ACM in situ if 

report indicates safe 

to do so

Planned removal of 

ACM

The Responsible Person is to again engage Licenced Asbestos Assessor to provide 

an Asbestos Control/Removal Plan detailing:

 

Removal method

 

Location of required signage –�e.g. warning signs

 

Independent air-monitoring requirements

 

Disposal arrangements as required

The Responsible Person prepares a DISST form ensuring the following are attached:

 

Asbestos Control/Removal Plan - to describe the work to be carried out, including the 

methodology for removal and air quality monitoring processes as a minimum

 

A detailed plan identifying the location of ACM

 

Safe Work Method Statements & Safety Data Sheets (where relevant to the works)

 

Ensure that a µNotice of Asbestos Removal Work¶�has been provided to WorkSafe 

ACT within 5 days of planned asbestos removal

 

DISST form signed off/approved 

 

Staff affected by the proposed works are consulted.

During the works - Responsible Person is to make sure that there is a process for 

ensuring that the Asbestos Control Plan (as approved) is being followed/adhered to.

Once work is completed –�an independent Licensed Asbestos Assessor is to conduct 

an inspection and provide an Asbestos Clearance Certificate.

Area is now safe for reoccupation or further works 

The Asbestos Register must be updated within 5 working days by the Responsible Person.
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Removal method
Location of required signage – e.g. warning signs
Independent air-monitoring requirements
Disposal arrangements as required
The Responsible Person prepares a DISST form ensuring the following are attached:
Asbestos Control/Removal Plan - to describe the work to be carried out, including the methodology for removal and air quality monitoring processes as a minimum
A detailed plan identifying the location of ACM
Safe Work Method Statements & Safety Data Sheets (where relevant to the works)
Ensure that a ‘Notice of Asbestos Removal Work’ has been provided to WorkSafe ACT within 5 days of planned asbestos removal
DISST form signed off/approved 
Staff affected by the proposed works are consulted.
During the works - Responsible Person is to make sure that there is a process for ensuring that the Asbestos Control Plan (as approved) is being followed/adhered to.
Once work is completed – an independent Licensed Asbestos Assessor is to conduct an inspection and provide an Asbestos Clearance Certificate.
Area is now safe for reoccupation or further works
The Asbestos Register must be updated within 5 working days by the Responsible Person.
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Confirmed ACM?

 

Advise impacted persons of the result and next steps such as:

       -     organising baseline medical assessment

       -     registration on the National Asbestos Exposure Register

       -     access to EAP resources (eligible employees).

 

Advise Worksafe ACT by phone and complete the online Notifiable.

 

Incident Notification Form. Attach completed form to Riskman entry.

 

Arrange for licenced asbestos removalist to undertake removal and/or 

make safe, including cleaning surrounding area, paths of travel and 

change zones.

 

Receive air monitoring results and clearance certificate from asbestos 

removalist.

 

Update Asbestos Management Plan and Register.

 

Conduct incident investigation and provide report and 

recommendations to EGM IHSS.

 

Stand down on Code Yellow on advice from Incident Controller.

 

Advise impacted persons that the sample was not asbestos and no 

further action is required.

 

Arrange with ISS to have the area cleaned and restored to service.

 

Restore HVAC services.

 

Advice Worksafe ACT that the sample was negative.

 

Stand down Code Yellow.

Clearance issued by 

Licenced Asbestos 

Assessor?

Additional works 

undertaken as required

No further action 

required

No

Yes

No

Yes
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Confirmed ACM?
Advise impacted persons of the result and next steps such as:
       -     organising baseline medical assessment
       -     registration on the National Asbestos Exposure Register
       -     access to EAP resources (eligible employees).
Advise Worksafe ACT by phone and complete the online Notifiable.
Incident Notification Form. Attach completed form to Riskman entry.
Arrange for licenced asbestos removalist to undertake removal and/or make safe, including cleaning surrounding area, paths of travel and change zones.
Receive air monitoring results and clearance certificate from asbestos removalist.
Update Asbestos Management Plan and Register.
Conduct incident investigation and provide report and recommendations to EGM IHSS.
Stand down on Code Yellow on advice from Incident Controller.
Advise impacted persons that the sample was not asbestos and no further action is required.
Arrange with ISS to have the area cleaned and restored to service.
Restore HVAC services.
Advice Worksafe ACT that the sample was negative.
Stand down Code Yellow.
Clearance issued by Licenced Asbestos Assessor?
Additional works undertaken as required
No further action required
No
Yes
No
Yes
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Prior to works commencing –�the relevant worker/contractor must report to the 

responsible person

Responsible person and worker/contractor checks the Hazardous Materials Report 

and Asbestos Register

Hazardous Materials Report

Individual Building Asbestos 

Register

Asbestos confirmed or 

presumed

Is the works minor with 

no impacts to Services, 

Safety or Traffic?

Can the work be undertaken 

with out disturbing ACM

Is the work related to 

demolition or refurbishment

Engage a Licenced A Class Assessor to 

undertake a risk assessment of ACM 

and determine options

Engage a Licenced A Class Asbestos Assessor 

to undertake an intrusive survey

Complete a DISST Application and 

Approval Process

DISST Application 

Form

DISST 

Approved?

Provide requested 

additional 

information

Undertake 

intrusive survey

**Remove, Encapsulate or 

Other

Works can 

proceed

Send Assessment to 

safetyandrisk@act.gov.au

Consult with ISAR to determine 

appropriate control

Liaise with ISAR 

for further actions

**N.B. Asbestos and ACM must be removed in the first instance. Encapsulation is only an option if 

there is an unacceptable impact to clinical operations. Cost cannot be used as a determining factor.

Engage Licenced A Class Asbestos 

Removalist to perform removal/

encapsulation works

Provide report to 

Asbestos Removalist

Complete DISST Application and 

Approval Process

DISST Approved?

Provide requested 

additional 

information

Provide contractor with the 

clearance certificate

Works can proceed

Have Asbestos Removal/

Encapsulation works undertaken

Has a Clearance certificate 

been issued?

Send clearance certificate to 

safetyandrisk@act.gov.au

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Other Remove/Encapsulate

No Yes
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Prior to works commencing – the relevant worker/contractor must report to the responsible person
Responsible person and worker/contractor checks the Hazardous Materials Report and Asbestos Register
Hazardous Materials Report
Individual Building Asbestos Register
Asbestos confirmed or presumed
Is the works minor with no impacts to Services, Safety or Traffic?
Can the work be undertaken with out disturbing ACM
Is the work related to demolition or refurbishment
Engage a Licenced A Class Assessor to undertake a risk assessment of ACM and determine options
Engage a Licenced A Class Asbestos Assessor to undertake an intrusive survey
Complete a DISST Application and Approval Process
DISST Application Form
DISST Approved?
Provide requested additional information
Undertake intrusive survey
**Remove, Encapsulate or Other
Works can proceed
Send Assessment to safetyandrisk@act.gov.au
Consult with ISAR to determine appropriate control
Liaise with ISAR for further actions
**N.B. Asbestos and ACM must be removed in the first instance. Encapsulation is only an option if there is an unacceptable impact to clinical operations. Cost cannot be used as a determining factor.
Engage Licenced A Class Asbestos Removalist to perform removal/encapsulation works
Provide report to Asbestos Removalist
Complete DISST Application and Approval Process
DISST Approved?
Provide requested additional information
Provide contractor with the clearance certificate
Works can proceed
Have Asbestos Removal/Encapsulation works undertaken
Has a Clearance certificate been issued?
Send clearance certificate to safetyandrisk@act.gov.au
No
No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Other
Remove/Encapsulate
No
Yes
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