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Purpose 
The Paediatric Improvement Collaborative (PIC) Clinical Practice Guideline for the Febrile Child provides clinicians with guidance on assessing and managing paediatric patients with fever. The guideline was developed for PIC by an expert clinical reference group, and it is hosted on the Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne website.
The guideline reflects what is currently regarded as a safe and appropriate approach to care, and Canberra Health Services endorses its use. However, as in any clinical situation there may be factors which cannot be covered by a single set of guidelines. The document should be used as a guide and does not replace the need for the application of clinical judgment to each individual presentation.
Fever is one of the most common acute presentations in childhood. Many children will be only mildly unwell and will have a focus of infection identified on clinical examination. 
The purpose of this document is to identify those children with serious causes of fever such as septicaemia, meningitis, pneumonia, and pyelonephritis, without subjecting children to unnecessary procedures or tests. This requires a combination of clinical judgement, specific investigations, and ongoing observation.
Key factors include:
The child’s age and immunisation status
Associated risk factors such as immunosuppression
Presence of signs of sepsis
Presence of a focus of infection, as investigations may not be required.
Scope
The guideline is applicable to Canberra Health Services clinicians caring for infants, children and adolescents in hospital who present with a fever.  
Which area in Canberra Health Services can I contact for further information?
Paediatric Clinical Support Nurse
Phone: 0481 396 197 or 0403 194 726 
How can I access the document?
Paediatric Improvement Collaborative Clinical Practice Guideline: Febrile child https://www.rch.org.au/clinicalguide/guideline_index/Febrile_child/
For assessment and management of sepsis, refer to the CHS ‘Sepsis Guideline Adult and Paediatric’, available on the policy register.
Search terms
Paediatric, paeds, child, infant, adolescent, fever, febrile, infection.
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This document has been developed by Canberra Health Services specifically for its own use.  Use of this document and any reliance on the information contained therein by any third party is at his or her own risk and Canberra Health Services assumes no responsibility whatsoever.
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