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Purpose
The Gastroenteritis Clinical Practice Guideline provides clinicians with guidance on assessing and managing paediatric patients presenting with symptoms suggestive of gastroenteritis. The guideline also contains links to parent/carer information. It was prepared by an expert clinical reference group and endorsed by the Paediatric Improvement Collaborative. This guideline is endorsed for use at Canberra Health Services (CHS). 
This document reflects what is currently regarded as a safe and appropriate approach to care. However, as in any clinical situation there may be factors which cannot be covered by a single set of guidelines. This document should be used as a guide and does not replace the need for the application of clinical judgment to each individual presentation. 
Emergency Department staff may also find guidance on managing paediatric patients with symptoms suggestive of gastroenteritis in the Rapid Rehydration in Emergency Department for Infants and Children under 16 years of age Guideline, which is available on the Policy and Guidance Documents Register.
Information and guidance for the care of the acutely unwell or deteriorating paediatric patient should be sought from the Acutely Unwell and Deteriorating Paediatric Patient (Excluding Acute Psychiatric/Behaviour Deterioration) Guideline which is available on the Policy and Guidance Documents Register.   
Note: Infection prevention and control recommendations are not included in this guideline, please refer to Infection Prevention and Control Procedure, available on the Policy and Guidance Documents Register.  
Scope
The guideline relates to the assessment and management of paediatric patients (infants, children, and adolescents) and is applicable to clinicians caring for paediatric patients at CHS, with the exception of infants cared for in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) or Special Care Nursery (SCN). 
Which area in Canberra Health Services can I contact for further information?
Paediatric Clinical Support Nurse  
Phone: 0403 194 726 or 0481 396 197.   
How can I access the document?
Royal Children’s Hospital/Paediatric Improvement Collaborative Clinical Practice Guideline on Gastroenteritis. Available from the Royal Children’s Hospital Melbourne website: https://www.rch.org.au/clinicalguide/guideline_index/Gastroenteritis/  
Search terms
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