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Canberra Health Services 
Bronchiolitis – Paediatrics (Infants, children, and adolescents)
	Purpose



The Bronchiolitis Clinical Practice Guideline provides clinicians with guidance on assessing and managing paediatric patients with symptoms suggestive of bronchiolitis presenting to the Emergency Department, and with the principles of management for patients admitted to Paediatrics. The Guideline also contains links to parent/carer information. It was prepared for the Royal Children’s Hospital by an expert clinical reference group and endorsed by the Paediatric Improvement Collaborative. It has been endorsed for use at Canberra Health Services (CHS).

This document reflects what is currently regarded as a safe and appropriate approach to care. However, as in any clinical situation there may be factors which cannot be covered by a single set of guidelines. This document should be used as a guide and does not replace the need for the application of clinical judgment to each individual presentation and the management of such with investigations, medications, and therapies. 

Information and guidance on oxygen therapy and non-invasive respiratory support should be sought from the Oxygen Therapy and/or Non-Invasive Ventilation (Paediatrics 0-16yrs) guideline, which can be found on the Policy and Guidance Documents Register.  The treating team will determine acceptable oxygen saturation levels for individual patients. 

Information and guidance on escalation of care in managing the deteriorating paediatric inpatient should be sought from the Vital Signs and Early Warning Scores guideline and the Code Blue Procedure, which can be found on the Policy and Guidance Documents Register.
  
	Scope



The guideline relates to the assessment and management of paediatric patients (infants, children, and adolescents) and is applicable to clinicians caring for paediatric patients at the Canberra Hospital. 

Out of Scope
Infants cared for in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). Please refer to the Ventilation – Invasive and Non-Invasive (Neonates and Infants) procedure on the Policy and Guidance Documents Register.


	Which area in Canberra Health Services can I contact for more information?



Paediatric Clinical Support Nurse 
Phone 6142 2610 or 6142 6162 

	How can I access the document?



Royal Children’s Hospital Paediatric Improvement Collaborative Clinical Practice Guideline on Bronchiolitis.  Available from: https://www.rch.org.au/clinicalguide/guideline_index/Bronchiolitis/ 

	Search Terms



Wheeze, respiratory, cough, oxygen, asthma, paeds, saturation, paediatric, paediatrics


Disclaimer: This document has been developed by Canberra Health Services specifically for its own use.  Use of this document and any reliance on the information contained therein by any third party is at his or her own risk and Canberra Health Services assumes no responsibility whatsoever.
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