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This procedure stipulates the requirements for transvaginal ultrasound probe use and reprocessing. All healthcare workers that use transvaginal ultrasound probes, perform the reprocessing of transvaginal ultrasound probes, and/or oversee the reprocessing and use of transvaginal ultrasound probes should be trained and competent in this procedure.
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This Procedure applies to:

All North Canberra Hospital (NCH) employees who are Accredited Medical (or Student) Sonographers and use transvaginal ultrasound probes, perform the reprocessing of transvaginal ultrasound probes, and/or oversee the reprocessing and use of transvaginal ultrasound probes.
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· Transvaginal ultrasound probe (semi-critical ultrasound probe)
· Ultrasound gel sterile single use (preferred)
· Probe cover non-sterile single use
· Transport trolley and single use covers
· Matrix Wipes (Biofilm Removing Detergent Wipes)
· Processing room cleaning sinks: 
· Sink 1: Sluice sink (not for use when cleaning the probe) 
Sink 2: Manual cleaning sink 
Sink 3: Rinsing sink 
· Trophon2 High level Disinfection (HLD) unit
· PPE (gloves & goggles)
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In the processing room:
· Perform hand hygiene and don PPE required for the procedure.
· Place new trolley cover on probe transport trolley and place clean transvaginal probe on trolley. Transport to ultrasound room/point of use.
In the procedure room:
· Retain and complete documentation sticker to be recorded on procedure consent form for the patient.
· At point of use connect probe to Ultrasound machine and use aseptic technique to apply probe cover and gel.
· At the end of the procedure, remove the probe cover and discard it into clinical waste bin, taking care not to contaminate the surface of the probe.
· Wipe off residual gel from the probe using a Matrix Wipe (Biofilm Removing Detergent Wipes). Wipe from the ‘cleanest’ point in the direction of the ‘dirtiest’ part of the probe. Dispose of the wipe into clinical waste bin.
· Remove gloves and perform hand hygiene.

In the processing room:
· Using clean gloves wipe down probe handle and cable using a Matrix Wipe (Biofilm Removing Detergent Wipes).
· Prepare fresh detergent solution for the manual cleaning of each probe in sink 2 (Manual cleaning sink). 20ml of Endozime solution in 5L of water (5L mark indicated in sink). Take care not to immerse probe handle in detergent solution. Soak for 2 minutes and then gently wipe down the probe with the detergent solution, using a soft lint free cloth. Take care to remove any residual gel.
· Rinse the probe using running cold water from sink 3 (Rinsing sink).
· Using clean gloves, dry probe with single use, low-lint dry wipe and visually inspect for any contamination, defects or damage.
· Place clean dry probe in trophon2 taking care to place probe in required position (refer to instruction manual). Insert chemical indicator and follow prompts on trophon2.
· Discard transport trolley cover and wipe trolley with Clinell Green wipes.
· Ensure cycle has completed successfully. If not successful, re-start the cycle. When complete, remove the probe using a single use, low-lint dry wipe and place in new sterile pocket with completed documentation sticker.
· Store safely in probe bracket in probe storage cupboard and complete tracking details as set out on the front of the probe storage cupboard.
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Policies
· Informed Consent – Clinical

Procedures
· Infection Prevention and Control
· External Ultrasound Probe - Use and Reprocessing Requirements

Legislation
· Work Health and Safety Act 2011
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High Level Disinfectant (HLD): a disinfectant that kills all microbial pathogens, except large numbers of bacterial endospores, when used as recommended by its manufacturer.
Semi-critical ultrasound probes:   
· Contact mucous membranes or non-intact skin. Semi-critical probes do not contact sterile tissues or the bloodstream.
· Require a minimum of high-level disinfection (HLD) so that the device is free from all microorganisms except for a small number of bacterial spores.
· Example procedures where the ultrasound probe is semi-critical include:
· Diagnostic scans on non-intact skin
· Routine transvaginal ultrasound
· In the event semi-critical ultrasound probes are used in conjunction with a sheath/cover, the probe still requires HLD. 
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Disclaimer: This document has been developed by Canberra Health Services specifically for its own use.  Use of this document and any reliance on the information contained therein by any third party is at his or her own risk and Canberra Health Services assumes no responsibility whatsoever.

Policy Team ONLY to complete the following:
	Date Amended
	Section Amended
	Divisional Approval
	Final Approval 

	13/02/2024
	New Document
	Judy Ryall, NCH ED of Nursing & Midwifery
	CHS Policy Team

	
	
	
	



This document supersedes the following: 
	Document Number
	Document Name

	
	Cleaning and High Level Disinfecting of Transvaginal Ultrasound Probes.docx

	
	



	Doc Number
	Version
	Issued
	Review Date
	Area Responsible
	Page

	CHS24/043
	1
	13/02/2024
	13/02/2027
	NCH - Nursing & Midwifery – IPC  
	6 of 6

	Do not refer to a paper based copy of this policy document. The most current version can be found on the CHS Policy Register



image1.jpeg
ACT Canberra Health
Government Services





