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Canberra Health Services 
Intraoperative Cell Salvage Guideline
	Purpose



Canberra Health Services (CHS) endorses the use of the National Blood Authority (NBA) Guidance for the Provision of Intraoperative Cell Salvage Guideline.

Guidance for the Provision of Intraoperative Cell Salvage is a National Guideline with clinical recommendations based on the best scientific evidence available at the time of publication. 

This guideline has been written to support the implementation of the use of washed red blood cells for re-infusion known as Intraoperative Cell Salvage (ICS).  The intraoperative collection and re-infusion of the patient’s own red blood cells provides an important contribution to reducing the demand for allogenic blood for transfusion. 

Utilising appropriate alternatives to blood transfusion is cost-effective, complies with
clinical governance requirements and falls within the scope of the National Safety and Quality Health Service Standards (NSQHS) Blood Management Standard (https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/standards/nsqhs-standards/blood-management-standard)

[bookmark: _Toc475363380]Key Objectives
The key objectives of this document are:
To guide the use of ICS at CHS Perioperative Unit 
To appropriately identify suitable patients, undergoing elective and/or emergency
surgical procedures, where ICS could be of benefit
To safely utilise ICS in an effective manner.

Documentation
Access to the Digital Health Record (DHR) ICS documentation is gained through the following steps:
1. Login into DHR
2. Navigate to Anaesthetic Nurse OR Intraoperative activities section
3. Select PROCEDURE and subheading EQUIPMENT on left side of page
4. Select +ADD and choose CELL SAVER
5. Cell Saver Documentation page opens.

Documented re-processed blood to be recorded through the DHR in Anaesthetic Chart by the Anaesthetist.
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	Scope



ICS should be considered in surgery in a clean operative field where substantial blood loss is anticipated. 

This guideline applies to the following CHS staff working within their scope of practice:
Medical staff
Registered Nurses and Midwives
Endorsed Enrolled Nurses.

	Which area in Canberra Health Services can I contact for more information?



Clinical Nurse Consultant, Anaesthetics
Phone office: 02 5124 4218. Perioperative Department 02 5124 2765
Perioperative Unit, Division Surgery, Canberra Health Services, ACT Government 
Building 12, Level 3, Canberra Hospital | PO Box 11, Woden ACT 2606 | act.gov.au

ADON Perioperative Unit. 
Phone office: 02 5124 3051. Perioperative Department 02 5124 2765
Perioperative Unit, Division Surgery, Canberra Health Services, ACT Government 
Building 12, Level 3, Canberra Hospital | PO Box 11, Woden ACT 2606 | act.gov.au

Director of Anaesthesia and Pain Management. 
Phone: 02 5124 3245
Department of Anaesthesia Division Surgery, Canberra Health Services, ACT Government 
Building 12, Level 3, Canberra Hospital | PO Box 11, Woden ACT 2606 | act.gov.au

	How can I access the document?



The guideline can be accessed through the National Blood Authority website: 
· Intraoperative Cell Salvage Guidance.pdf (blood.gov.au) 
· https://www.blood.gov.au/ics 

	Search Terms



Intraoperative Cell Salvage, Cell Saver, Cell Saving, Washed Blood, DHR 

Disclaimer: This document has been developed by Canberra Health Services specifically for its own use.  Use of this document and any reliance on the information contained therein by any third party is at his or her own risk and Canberra Health Services assumes no responsibility whatsoever.
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Emergency/Elective Case type:

1) Life Threatening (<1 hour)  2) Organ Threatening (<4 hours) 3) Non-Critical But Emergent (<8 hours) 4) Non-Critical, Non-Emergent But Urgent (<24 hours)  5) Subacute (>24 hours <72 hours)

A) Urgent threat to woman or fetus (<30 mins) ) Maternal/fetal compromise but not life threatening (<60 mins) C) Earliest delivery but no matemal/fetal compromise (<6 hours)
D) Time acceptable to woman, delivery suite & surgical team

Note: blood must be re-infused within 4 hours from the blood collection start time in the reservoir
Blood Volume Processed Total:

Total volume from reservoir (mL): [E]

- Heparinised saline (and surgical wash) (mL): B

= Blood volume processed (mL):

Volume Re-lnfused Total (mL): El

INCOMPATIBLE MATERIALS:
lodine; topical clotting agents; orthopaedic cement; alcohol; betadine; hydrogen peroxide; hypertonic solutions; hypotanic solutions; Hartmann's solution; fingers solution: bon reaming fragments.
Accessories

Type Manufacturer Reference number Lot number Expiration date
Auto-Transfusion Set (Wash Kit) [130]

2|Auto-Transfusion Reservoir [140]

3{Suction Lines [150]

e Comments / Adverse events:
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