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Background
Umbilical cord blood is the blood left behind in the placenta and umbilical cord after the birth of a baby. It is rich in blood-forming stem cells, and over the past decade it has been used as an alternate source of stem cells for use in allogeneic (non-autologous) stem cell transplants to treat a range of malignant and non-malignant conditions affecting children and adults. 

Undertaking the procedure required for cord blood collection for the purposes of private cord blood banking may represent a conflicting priority for Canberra Hospital Services (CHS) staff assisting with or providing care at the time of labour and birth. As such, cord blood collection for the purposes of private cord blood banking has the potential to interfere with some birth practices and on occasions, the safety of a newborn baby and/or the mother. 
It is acknowledged that all blood collection, including cord blood for the purposes of private cord blood banking, has litigious implications associated with labelling, storage, and delivery to the designated storage facility.

Key Objectives
To ensure all CHS employees whilst undertaking work related to their employment within CHS Health are aware of their roles and responsibilities in relation to the processes of:
· Women planning to birth at the Centenary Hospital for Women and Children or North Canberra Hospital are aware that staff employed within the CHS cannot be involved in the collection of cord blood for private blood banking.
· Ensuring informed consent 
· The collection, labelling and storage of cord blood for the purposes of private cord blood banking.
· Cord blood collection and storage arrangements must be undertaken by a private provider of this service.
Alert
In extraordinary circumstances a woman/ family may request private cord blood collection for the therapeutic benefit of a family member. In these circumstances a written request is to be sent to the Director of Obstetrics and Gynaecology or the Director of Nursing and Midwifery to arrange for an individual plan to be developed.
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To ensure all Canberra Health Service Network (CHS) employees are aware that they are not permitted to be involved in the process of obtaining informed consent for the collection, labelling or storage of cord blood or cord tissue for the purposes of private cord blood and tissue banking while undertaking work related to their employment within CHS Network.
CHS Network includes the inpatient facilities at Canberra Hospital, Clare Holland House, North Canberra Hospital, and University of Canberra and community-based services.
This document applies to:
· Medical Officers
· Midwives and Nurses who are working within their scope of practice (Refer to Scope of Practice for Nurses and Midwives Policy)
· Student Midwives and Nurses under direct supervision.
· Private cord blood collection representatives.
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· CHS employees are not permitted to participate in the promotion of privately operated (autologous) cord blood banking services
· Information that promotes the collection of cord blood for private storage must not be provided to women and families by CHS employees either directly or indirectly, through services such as Bounty bags or other information packs 
· A representative from a private cord blood collection may be one of the following: 
· A designated collector employed or contracted to provide collection services by the private cord blood bank and who does not hold a concurrent position of employment with CHS
· A CHS employee who is not on duty in their CHS role at the time-of-service provision, and who is employed/contracted by the company to undertake the collection 
· A visiting medical specialist acting in their private capacity for obstetric services
· CHS employees are responsible for only the following, ensuring:
· If a woman has a signed copy of the consent form provided by the private cord blood company, approving the collection of the cord blood for the purposes of private cord blood banking, that this form is uploaded tothe woman’s digital health record.
· the collection of cord blood for the purposes of private cord blood banking DOES NOT interfere with any procedure involved in the treatment of mother or baby
· the collection of cord blood may only be undertaken whilst the placenta remains in- utero when the doctor /midwife attending the birth gives the direction that it is clinically safe for the woman and baby. If there are medical concerns for either the woman or baby, for example, postpartum haemorrhage, blood collection may only occur after the completion of third stage when the placenta is ex-utero
· The representative acting on behalf of the privately operated cord blood banking service, present at the birth to collect the cord blood or tissue for the purposes of private cord blood and  tissue banking, only proceeds with the ex-utero cord blood and tissue collection at the instruction of the medical practitioner/midwife involved with the birth.
· If Private Obstetric patients have entered into an agreement with a Private Obstetrician to have cord blood collected:
· the agreement must be between the private patient and the obstetrician in their capacity as a private obstetrician and not in his/her capacity as an employee of CHS . Other staff employed by CHS must not be involved at all in the collection, labelling or storage of the cord blood
· the patient remains responsible for contacting the private cord blood company to arrange storage and collection of the cord blood.
· If the woman who has entered into an agreement to have cord bloods collected is undergoing a caesarean section, the placenta and cord will be transferred as soon as possible from the operating theatre to the collection staff member who will wait outside the peri operative unit and perform the collection in the Birthing Unit.
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· Private cord blood banks will be required to: 
· Submit information on each potential private cord blood bank collector’s professional background, their criminal history and photographic identification, verifying the named person as a private cord blood bank - cord blood collector
· Provide a copy of the woman’s informed consent for cord blood collection for private cord blood banking for inclusion in the woman’s medical record at the hospital prior to the woman reaching 36 weeks gestation
· Provide evidence to CHS of adequate indemnity cover for each (and every) collection of cord blood
· Ensure collection staff always wear personal identification whilst on a public hospital site for the purposes of provision of cord blood bank collection services. This identification must clearly identify the collector (employee) as an employee of that private cord blood company
· Ensure collectors act in accordance with hospital workplace health and safety policies
· Ensure that information provided to CHS by the company regarding the identity of the cord blood collector and their accreditation status with CHS, is available at the hospital.
· On arrival at the hospital, the cord blood and tissue bank representative must immediately notify the CMC or team leader of the relevant birthing area of their presence.
· Private cord blood banks are not permitted to refer to the Centenary Hospital for Women and Children or North Canberra Hospital in promotional material
· All private cord blood bank representatives who collect a baby’s cord blood for the purposes of private cord blood banking must have appropriate separate private insurance for these activities. CHS will not indemnify people undertaking these activities in a private capacity
· Facilities at centenary Women’s and Children’s Hospital or North Canberra Hospital are not to be used for the labelling or storage of cord blood for privately operated cord blood banks
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· Public and private patients planning to birth at the Centenary Hospital for Women and Children or North Canberra Hospital seeking private cord blood bank services must make their own arrangements with a private cord blood bank representative. 
· The woman seeking private cord blood bank services must sign a consent form permitting a private cord blood bank to undertake the collection of cord blood for the purposes of private cord blood banking. This form, provided by the private cord blood bank, confirms that the woman understands that the cord blood collection service is not provided by CHS employees or agents. The form should stipulate that the private cord blood bank will have sole responsibility for the collection, transport, and storage of cord blood for private cord blood banking. 
· The woman seeking privately operated cord blood bank services is responsible for ensuring that the private cord blood banking service is notified when she commences labour or a date for a caesarean is arranged.
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Outcome
Midwifery and Medical staff will ensure if cord blood is required to be collected for private banking the procedure is completed as per this Guideline.

Measures
Education will be provided to medical and midwifery staff on this clinical guideline. 
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Policies
· Health Directorate Nursing and Midwifery Continuing Competence Policy
· Informed Consent- Clinical

Procedures
· Infection Prevention and Control - Healthcare Associated Infections Clinical Procedure
· Patient Identification and Procedure Matching Procedure
· Labour Care during first, second, third and fourth stage

Guidelines 
· Fasting Guidelines for Patients Requiring Sedation or Anaesthesia Guideline

Legislation
· Health Records (Privacy and Access) Act 1997
· Human Rights Act 2004
· Work Health and Safety Act 2011

Other
· Charter of Healthcare Rights
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Allogeneic (non-autologous) – pertaining to genetically matched but not the individual’s own cells
Autologous – an individual’s own cells/blood which are collected for future use
Cord blood and tissue – blood and tissue taken during the immediate postnatal period from the umbilical cord
Stem cells – relatively undifferentiated cells of the same family type that retain the ability to divide and form specialised cells, taking the place of cells that die or are lost. 
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Private Cord blood collection, cord blood banking, stem cell collection, stem cells, blood and tissue, blood and tissue collection, 
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Disclaimer: This document has been developed by Canberra Health Services specifically for its own use.  Use of this document and any reliance on the information contained therein by any third party is at his or her own risk and Canberra Health Services assumes no responsibility whatsoever.
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